OCTOBER   26-OCTOBER   28,    1897
Wednesday, October 2,jth.
With infinite labour and fatigue I casually inspected one little
corner, perhaps the fiftieth part, of the Louvre: Italian and
Flemish pictures; and came forth again exhausted.
Musee Cluny: the Musee Plantin over again, but less complete
in detail and less realistic as a redintegration of renaissance
life.
Luxembourg Gallery. I was a little disappointed with Watts,
Stevens, Sisley, Manet and Monet. It seems to me that the
last two have been extinguished by several painters of the
present generation.
The Journal stated to-day that last Saturday one hundred
voitures-redames visited every place within 20 kilometres of the
fortifications, to distribute Steinlen's affiche of Zola's " Paris " ;
also that 30 voitures-reclames had been circulating continuously
for 10 days previously; also that the cost of launching the
novel had been 150,000 francs.
I walked the length of the Champs Elysees and back again
to-night between 10 and n. The immense thoroughfare had a
depressing deserted appearance. In the side alleys under the
trees a light mist hung low, and through this the forms of empty
chairs were made spectrally visible by the gas-lamps. Down
the road at intervals passed cyclists with Chinese lanterns,
swiftly overtaking the few fiacres. Occasionally the light of a
flying lantern lit up the face of a girl pedalling hardily in her neat
knickerbockers over the perfect surface of the gloomy thorough-
fare.
At the beginning of the Place de la Concorde I trod on a dead
cat, its limbs all spread abroad and its cheek on the roadway.
In the rue de Rivpli and the rue de la Paix all was obscure, save
for a few small bright squares of illumination, marking shops
which vended obscenities for the convenience of travelling
Englishmen.
Thursday, October %8th.
To-night, owing to the inaccuracy of a map, I walked straight
out of Paris, in search of the Casino. Up one long street with
no turning, the rue S. Martin, miles of gaslit resounding mon-
otony. There were caf& all the way, thickly strewn on both
sides the way; at first large and lofty and richly decorated,
with vast glazed facades, and maimed by waiters in black and
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